PRACTICAL REALISATION OF "LEBENSRAUM"

... I demand further: why do we still seek for transoceanic possessions
which, after all, could not even be colonies, strictly speaking, in the
sense that they would be purely commercial colonies, instead of turn-
ing our eyes towards our ancient and veritable colonies, which are
right under our hand, but which we have lost, like Livonia, for
example, or which we are threatened with losing, like all the settle-
ments which Germany possesses in Hungary and Transylvania? If
we could recover only Livonia to begin with, that would be worth
more to us than a dozen Samoas. And if it is a question of supporting
bases for our world commerce, nothing could be more essential than
to win the mouths of our two principal rivers: the Rhine and the
Danube. But so long as that seems to occupy us not at all, we must
certainly abstain wholly and entirely from speaking of colonisation
and world power.

Besides, the countries which are our neighbours on the east are
far more important to us than transoceanic colonies would ever become.
... It was towards these countries that German emigration was
formerly directed, and this contributed essentially to the drive of the
Hanse merchants, whose commerce gravitated above all around the
Baltic. The maritime cities of this region, from Liibeck to Reval,
were themselves German colonies; the towns situated behind them
in the interior of the country were equally so for the most part.
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AMONG the provinces which should have been separated from France,
after Alsace, Lorraine was without doubt of prime importance to us.
We have in fact recovered a part. ... But I appeal to your true
sentiments: would not the impressions produced have been quite
different if we had demanded all Lorraine, notably by invoking the
reconstitution of our ancient right, rather than by taking only a part,
basing ourselves on no real right whatever, but rather on our personal
caprice, taking what we pleased?

... I have no desire to Germanise the least part of the Lorraine
population, any more than I wish to qualify them as German. But
I want the country to enter the German Confederation, while its
inhabitants remain as foreign as they please. It is not to my mind
to take the foreigners of Lorraine for Germans; they never have
been, not even in the days when Lorraine belonged to the Empire.
They are pure Lorrainers, and must not pass as anything else. I do
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